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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OP 1T76. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ITS MEMBERS. 

BY WM. H. EGLE, M.D. 

(Continued from page 446, Yol. III.) 

Lesher, John, of Berks County, a native of Germany, was 
born January 5, 1711, emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1734, 
and was naturalized at Philadelphia in 1743; he located 
among " the Brethren" in Northampton County, but subse- 
quently removed to Oley Township, Berks County, where he 
established, at an early day, an iron furnace. He was a mem- 
ber of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and served in the 
General Assembly from 1776 to 1782. On the 20th of January, 
1778, Mr. Lesher was appointed by the Supreme Executive 
Council one of the Commissioners for purchasing provisions 
for the Continental army. He died in Oley Township on the 
5th of April, 1794. 

Lobengiere, Christopher, of Westmoreland County, the 
son of Christopher Lobengiere, a native of "Wittenburg, Ger- 
many, was born in Lancaster, now Dauphin County, Penna., 
in the year 1740. He removed in the spring of 1772 to Mt. 
Pleasant Township, Westmoreland County. He served on 
the Committee of Correspondence for the county 1775-6 ; and 
was chosen a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776; 
and under the Constitution of 1790 was a member of the House 
of Representatives from 1791 to 1793. He died on the 4th 
of July, 1798. Mr. Lobengiere married in 1766 Elizabeth, 
daughter of Rudolph Muller, by whom he had four sons and 
five daughters. She died at Stoystown, Somerset Co., Pa., 
Sept. 5, 1815, aged 71 years. John, the eldest son, was one 
of the associate judges of Westmoreland County, and served 
in the General Assembly. Col. Israel Painter and General 
C. P. Markle, of Westmoreland, are descendants of Chris- 
topher Lobengiere. 
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Loller, Robert, of the county of Philadelphia, was born 
in 1740 in what is now Montgomery County, then Philadel- 
phia. Although brought up as a farmer, he received a clas- 
sical education, and in 1772 he taught school at Chestnut 
Hill. How long he followed the profession is not known, 
but at the commencement of the Revolution he resided at 
Hatboro', then known as Crooked Billet. He was chosen a 
member of the Provincial Conference which met at Carpen- 
ters' Hall, June 18, 1776, and of tbe Convention of the 15th 
July following. He served as major of one of the battalions 
of associators, and participated in the battles of Trenton, 
Princeton, and G-ermantown. At the latter engagement he 
narrowly escaped death, being rendered senseless by a cannon 
ball which struck a fence near him. He was appointed one 
of the military surveyors of the Delaware and lands adjacent, 
June 24, 1777, and on the 21st of October, same year, one of 
the Commissioners to seize the personal effects of traitors. 
He was elected a member of the Assembly in 1777, '78, and 
'79, from the county of Philadelphia, and from 1784 to 1789 
represented Montgomery County in that body. He was ap- 
pointed Register of Wills, etc., Sept. 25, 1789, and Associate 
Judge August 17, 1791. Major Loller did an extensive busi- 
ness as a surveyor and conveyancer. He died October 21, 
1808, and was buried in the Abington Presbyterian grave- 
yard. A portion of his estate was devised to build a Literary 
Institute, which was done at Hatboro' at an expense of 
$11,000; and is endowed with an income of $283 per annum. 
Major Loller married in 1774, Mary, daughter of Archibald 
McClean, of Horsham. 

Lowrey, Alexander, of Lancaster County, the son of 
Lazarus Lowrey, was born in the north of Ireland, in De- 
cember, 1727. His parents, with several elder children, came 
to America in 1729, and settled in Donegal Township, Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania. His father became an Indian 
trader, which occupation Alexander entered about 1748, in 
partnership with Joseph Simon of the town of Lancaster, the 
fur trade with the Indians being at that period quite lucra- 
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tive. The connection with Mr. Simon, continuing for forty 
years, was finally closed and settled without a word of differ- 
ence between them, with large gains resulting, over many 
and severe losses from Indian depredations on their trains 
and trading posts. Mr. Lowrey was from the first outspoken 
and ardent for separation from the mother country. In July, 
1774, he was placed on the Committee of Correspondence for 
Lancaster, and was a member of the Provincial Conference 
held in Philadelphia on the 15th of that month ; and of that 
convened in Carpenters' Hall, 18th of June, 1776 ; and of the 
Convention of the 15th of July following. He was chosen 
to the Assembly in 1775, and with the exception of two or 
three years served as a member of that body, almost unin- 
terruptedly until 1789. In May, 1777, he was appointed one 
of the commissioners to procure blankets for the army. In 
1776 he commanded the Third Battalion of the Lancaster 
County Associators, and was in active service in the Jerseys 
during that year. As senior colonel he commanded the 
Lancaster County Militia in the battle of Brandywine. At 
the close of the Revolution, Colonel Lowrey retired to his 
fine farm adjoining Marietta. Under the Constitution of 
1789-90, he was commissioned by Governor Mifflin justice 
of the peace, an office he held until his death, which occurred 
on the 31st of January, 1806. His remains lie interred in 
Donegal Church graveyard. Colonel Lowrey was married 
three times : first to Mary Waters, in 1752 ; next to Mrs. 
Ann Alricks, widow of Hermanus Alricks, of Cumberland 
County ; and lastly, to Mrs. Sarah Cochran, of York Springs, 
in 1793. He left two sons and three daughters by his first 
wife. The sons settled near Frankstown, leaving numerous 
descendants. His daughter Elizabeth married Daniel Elliott, 
of Cumberland County, who afterwards removed to Pitts- 
burgh, and was engaged in Indian trade with his father-in- 
law. The daughter Mary married John Hay, who also went 
to Pittsburgh. Margaret, the youngest, married George 
Plumer, who settled in "Westmoreland County, and repre- 
sented that district in the Legislature and in Congress for 
many years. By his second wife he had one child, Frances, 
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who married Samuel Evans, of Chester County, but they 
lived and died on Colonel Lowrey's home-place. Mrs. Evans 
had sons and daughters, and was a woman of great force of 
character and intelligence. Colonel Lowrey was a remarka- 
ble man in many respects, and his life was an eventful one, 
whether considered in his long career in Indian trade, a patriot 
of the Revolution, or the many years in which he gave his 
time and means to the service of his country. He was greatly 
beloved by his neighbors, and during his long life shared 
with his associate and friend Colonel Galbraith, the confi- 
dence and leadership accorded to both in public, church, and 
local affairs. 

Macket, John, of Chester County, the son of Eobert 
Mackey, a Lieutenant in the Provincial forces in 1747-8, 
was a native of Chester County and a representative farmer 
thereof. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776 ; of the Council of Safety from October 17, 1777, to 
December 4, 1777 ; of the Supreme Executive Council from 
November 21, 1777 to October 23, 1779 ; and in March 1777, 
appointed a justice of the peace. He resided in the township 
of New London, southwest of the village of that name, on a 
tract of land held under a Maryland patent. He died in 
September, 1787, leaving a wife Jane, and children David, 
Eobert, John, Margaret, Rachel m. William Sherer, and 

Mary m. Allison. His youngest son John inherited the 

land, about 240 acres. 

Matlack, Timothy, of the city of Philadelphia, of Quaker 
parentage, was born at Haddonfield, New Jersey, in the year 
1730. At what period young Matlack came to Philadelphia 
we are not informed, but after the Revolution we find him 
a prominent member of the Society of Free Quakers, and 
chiefly instrumental in building the meeting-house, south- 
west corner of Fifth and Arch Streets, in that city. He was 
a member of the Provincial Conference held at Carpenters' 
Hall, June 18, 1775 ; and of the Convention of July 15, 1776. 
Under the Constitution framed by the latter body, he was ap- 
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pointed Secretary of the State, which office he held most of 
the time until March 25, 1783. In 1776 he was in command of 
one of the Philadelphia Battalions of Associators,and inactive 
service. He was a member of the Council of Safety from 
July 24, 1776, to March 13, 1777 ; and Secretary of the same 
during the close of the latter year. At the end of the Rev- 
olution, Colonel Matlack was presented with a silver urn, 
by the " Committee of Safety of the City," for his patriotic 
devotion to the cause of freedom. He was one of the com- 
missioners appointed to form the Flying Camp, and in 
1785, was directed to carry on the prosecution against the 
traitor Arnold ; was a member of the Old Congress 1780-1, 
and on the 14th of April, 1800, appointed Master of the Eolls, 
an office he held until its abolishment by the Act of Assem- 
bly, March 29, 1809. He subsequently received the appoint- 
ment of prothonotary of one of the courts of the city of 
Philadelphia. Colonel Matlack died near Holmesburg, on 
the 15th of April, 1829, at the very advanced age of ninety- 
nine years ; and his remains are interred in the Free Quaker 
burial ground, on Fifth Street, north of Spruce, Philadelphia. 

McClelland, John, of "Westmoreland County, was born in 
Lancaster County, Pa., in 1734. He emigrated to what is now 
Fayette County, prior to 1770, and took up a tract of land in 
Franklin Township. He was a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776, and of the General Assembly of 1778. He was 
in active service on the frontiers during the Revolution, and 
was captain in the First Battalion of "Westmoreland militia at 
the close of the war. He figured with some prominence in 
the Whiskey Insurrection, during its closing scenes, as chair- 
man of the committee appointed by the meeting at Redstone, 
to confer with the commissioners of the United States and 
State of Pennsylvania. He died on his farm in February, 
1819. Gen. Alexander McClelland was his son. 

McLenb, James, of Cumberland County, the son of "Wil- 
liam McLene, was born in New London, Chester County, 
Penna., October 14, 1730 ; was educated at the classical 
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school of the Rev. Francis Alison; and as early as 1753 took 
up land ia Antrim Township, Cumberland, now Franklin 
County, locating thereon the year following. He was a 
member of the Provincial Conference which met at Carpen- 
ters' Hall, June 18, 1776, and chosen to the Convention of 
the 15th of July following. He was elected to the Assembly 
in 1776, and again in 1777 , was a member of the Supreme 
Executive Council from November 9, 1778, to December 28, 
1779, when he took his seat in the Continental Congress serv- 
ing during that and the year 1780. He was a member of 
the Council of Censors November 10, 1783 ; and upon the or- 
ganization of the County of Franklin was chosen Councillor, 
serving from February 2, 1783, to October 23, 1787, and from 
1787 to 1789 in the Assembly. He was a member of the 
Convention of 1789-90, and under this instrument was 
elected a member of the House of Representatives 1790-1 
and again 1793-4. He was commissioned a justice of the 
peace March 18, 1800. He married July 5, 1753, Christina 
Brown; she died October 23, 1818, in her 91st year. Mr. 
McLene died at his residence near Green Castle, on the 13th 
of March, 1806, and lies interred in Brown's Mills graveyard. 

McPhekson, Robert, of York County, was the only son of 
Robert and Janet McPherson, who settled in the western 
portion of York County, in the fall of 1738. He was born 
about 1730, and was a youth of eight years on his parents 
becoming a part of the well-known Marsh Creek settlement. 
He was educated at Rev. Dr. Alison's school at New Lon- 
don. His father died December 25, 1749, and his mother on 
the 23d of September 1767. In 1751 he married Agnes the 
daughter of Robert Miller of the Cumberland Valley. In 
1755 he was appointed treasurer of York County ; and Com- 
missioner in 1756. The latter office he resigned on accepting 
a commission as Captain in the Third Battalion of the Pro- 
vincial forces, May 10, 1758, serving under Gen. Forbes on 
his expedition against Fort Duquesne. From 1762 to 1765 
he was sheriff of the county, and from 1764 to the begin- 
ning of the Revolution, was a justice of the peace under the 
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Proprietary, and was re-commissioned under the first Consti- 
tution. From 1765 to 1767 he was a member of the Provin- 
cial Assembly, and in 1768 was appointed county treasurer 
to fill a vacancy. At the outset of the War of Independence, 
he was commissioned a colonel of one of the York County 
battalions of associators; was a member of the Provincial 
Conference which met at Carpenters' Hall, June 18, 1776 ; 
and represented the county in the Convention of July 15, 
following. During that and the following year he was in 
active duty in the Jerseys and in the subsequent campaign 
around Philadelphia. After his return from the field, he 
was employed as the purchasing commissary for the west- 
ern end of York County. Prom 1781 to 1785 he served as 
a member of the Assembly. Col. McPherson was one of 
the charter members of the corporation of Dickinson Col- 
lege, and continued to act as a trustee until his death. He 
Was an elder in the Upper Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church, 
which was organized in 1740 or within two years of the 
beginning of the settlement. His death, from paralysis, 
occurred on the 19th of February, 1789 — his wife surviving 
him until September 12, 1802. He had a large family. Two 
of his sons, William and Robert, were officers in the service 
of the Revolution. Some of his descendants remain in 
Adams County, but the great majority are scattered over the 
various States of the Union. Edward McPherson, member 
of the 36th and 37th Congresses, clerk of the National House 
of Representatives twelve years, and author of the "Political 
History of the Rebellion," " History of Reconstruction," and 
the "Political Handbooks," for 1872, '74, '76, and '78, and 
late editor of " The Press" Philadelphia, is a grandson. 

Makstbller, Philip, of Lancaster County, the son of 
Frederick Marsteller, was born in Montgomery County, Pa., in 
1735. He located in what is now Mill Creek Township, Leba- 
non County, about 1760, but at the outset of the Revolution 
we find him residing in the town of Lebanon. He was one 
of the earliest associators, and assisted in raising the troops 
in 1775 and 1776 for the service. He was a member of the 
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Convention of July 15, 1776, and during that and the fol- 
lowing year was chosen to the Assembly. He was appointed 
paymaster of the militia August 20, 1777; the agent to 
superintend the purchase of flour for the French fleet July 
13, 1779 ; and assistant forage master, April 5, 1780. So 
well done was this latter service that Gen. "Washington sent 
Major Marsteller a letter thanking him for the faithful and 
prompt performance of his duty. He removed to Virginia 
in 1803, not far from Alexandria, where he died about 1809. 
Some of his descendants reside in Fairfax and Prince "Wil- 
liam Counties. 

Martin, Eobert, of Northumberland County, was a na- 
tive of New Jersey. He first settled at Wyoming under 
the Pennsylvania title, but being unable to live there in 
peace he abandoned his farm and removed to Northumber- 
land. This was previous to the purchase of 1768. He 
became quite prominent during the Revolutionary struggle, 
and was paymaster of the militia in service during the 
campaign of 1776. He was a member of the Provincial 
Conference of June 18, 1776; of the Convention of the 15th 
of July following; and of the Assembly in 1777 and 1778. 
He held the office of justice of the peace under the Consti- 
tution of 1790 for many years. He died at Northumberland 
about 1813, leaving a large estate mostly in unseated lands. 
One of his daughters married Dr. James Davidson, a dis- 
tinguished surgeon in the army from New Jersey, and who 
subsequently was one of the associate judges of Lycoming 
County. Another married Capt. Thomas Grant of the 
Revolution, whose descendants embrace many of the best 
families on the Susquehanna. 

Miller, Abraham, of Northamptom County, was a native 
of the county, born about 1740. He was a non-commission- 
ed officer in the frontier service during the French and Indian 
war, and was wounded in an engagement with the Indians. 
He was a member of the committee of Northampton County 
in December, 1774 ; and in June, 1775, was chosen recruiting 
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officer for raising half a company to go to Boston. Subse- 
quently a full company was directed to be raised, and he was 
commissioned Captain, June 20, 1775, in Col. Thompson's 
battalion. He resigned in the fall of the same year, and was 
succeeded by Thomas Craig, who subsequently rose to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Line. Capt. Miller afterwards 
commanded a company of associators during the campaign 
around New York City in 1776. He was a member of the 
Convention of July 15th of that year. Until the close of 
the Revolution Capt. Miller was an active partisan. He died 
in 1821 at the age of fourscore. 

Moore, John, of Westmoreland County, the son of Wil- 
liam Moore and Jennett Wilson, was born in Lancaster 
County, Penna., in 1738. His father died when John was a 
small boy, and his mother, in company with her brothers 
Charles and John Wilson, removed to the district of West- 
moreland County, as early as 1757. At the commencement 
of the Revolution John Moore was engaged in cleaning out 
and cultivating a large farm of four hundred acres on Crab- 
tree run, a branch of the Loyalhanna, two miles south of 
New Alexandria. A comfortable stone dwelling, still in 
pretty good condition, marks the place of his residence, and 
indicates a man in advance of the rude civilization of that 
day. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, 
and appointed by that body on the Committee of Safety. 
In 1777 he was appointed a justice of the peace, and subse- 
quently surveyor of the public lands in Westmoreland Coun- 
ty. In 1779 he was commissioned one of the justices of the 
several courts of Westmoreland, and in 1785 was presiding 
judge. Under the Constitution of 1790, Judge Moore was 
retired from the bench, being succeeded by the celebrated 
Judge Addison. In 1792 he was chosen to the State Senate 
from the district of Alleghany and Westmoreland. He 
died in 1812, aged seventy-three years, and is buried at Con- 
gruity Church. Judge Moore married a daughter of Isaac 
Parr, of New Jersey, a woman of intelligence, vivacity, and 
fine personal appearance. She survived her husband many 
Vol. iv. — 7 
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years. In personal appearance Judge Moore was a man full 
six feet in height, straight and erect, had large brown eyes, 
brown hair, and nose rather aquiline. He had two sons and 
four daughters. One of his sons was County Surveyor of 
Westmoreland, the other, a civil engineer, died in Kentucky. 
His daughters were respectively married to Major John 
Kirkpatrick, a merchant of Greensburg; John M. Snow den, 
of Alleghany County, Mayor of Pittsburgh, and Associate 
Judge of the County ; Rev. Francis Laird, D.D., father of 
Harrison P. Laird, of Greensburg ; and the fourth, James 
Mc Junkin, a farmer of Westmoreland County. 

Morgan, Jacob, of Berks County, was a native of North 
Wales, born in 1716. He was one of the earliest settlers of 
Carnarvon Township, Berks County, residing near the pre- 
sent village of Morgantown. He was a captain in the Pro- 
vincial service, December 5, 1755, and December 18, 1759, 
held the same commission in the Pennsylvania Regiment, 
in the pay of the Crown. He was. one of the justices of 
the peace for Berks County in 1768 and 1769, and again 
from 1772 to 1777. He was a member of the Provincial 
Conference of June 28, 1776, and of the Convention of 15th 
July following. He was Colonel of one of the Berks 
County battalions of associators, and subsequently was in 
command of all the troops raised in the county. He was a 
member of the Supreme Executive Council, May 20, 1777 ; 
and of the Council of Safety from Oct. 17, 1777, to December 
4, 1777 ; was appointed assistant forage master, April 5, 1780 ; 
and one of the justices of the Courts, August 4, 1784. Col. 
Morgan died at Morgantown, November 11, 1792, at the age 
of seventy-six, and his remains lie in the graveyard of St. 
Thomas' Episcopal Church in that village. His son Jacob, 
who inherited his father's estate, was an ensign in Col. 
Burd's Battalion in 1758. He was quite prominent in pub- 
lic affairs, and has been frequently confounded with his 
father, both bearing the rank of Colonel during the Revo- 
lutionary War. 



